Exploring Asteroids:
Our close and (sometimes) dangerous neighbors
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Abstract

Asteroids frequently pass closely by the Earth, occasionally impacting and
sometimes with devastating consequences for life. The last few decades of
space exploration and scientific research have completely turned our
knowledge about asteroids inside out — showing them to be fascinating small
worlds with their own exciting lives. This talk will focus on these recent
discoveries and describe what we now think asteroids are like and what
humanity's current exploration plans are for these bodies.
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